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1. Introduction to ARENA



ARENA’s Purpose

ARENA is the Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency. 

The Agency was established by the Australian 
Government in July 2012. 

Our objects are to:
● improve the competitiveness of renewable 

energy technologies, and
● increase the supply of renewable energy in 

Australia.

Darren
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$138.5m in 
Microgrids
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Our strategic priorities

OPTIMISE THE
TRANSITION TO
RENEWABLE 
ELECTRICITY

COMMERCIALISE 
CLEAN HYDROGEN

SUPPORT THE 
TRANSITION TO 
LOW EMISSIONS 
METALS

SCALE UP CCS & 
REDUCE THE COST 
OF SOIL CARBON 
MEASUREMENT



2. Program overview



What is the Future Fuels Fund?
The Future Fuels Fund, administered by ARENA, aims to support Australians to be able to choose new vehicle 
technologies including battery electric vehicles, hydrogen and bio-fuelled vehicles. 

Note 1: Additional areas may be considered following market consultation

Focus area Status

Public charging (metropolitan) Completed (July 2021)

Heavy fleets Current Program Focus Area

Light commercial fleets Current Program Focus Area

Public charging and refuelling Undertaking market consultation

Household smart charging Undertaking market consultation



Aim: Supporting Australian businesses 
and other organisations decarbonise 
their heavy transport fleet, by 
supporting the deployment and 
integration of heavy BEVs including 
trucks and buses.

Minimum grant size: $1 million.

Current Program Focus Areas
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Supporting integration of BEVs into 
Light Vehicle fleets

Supporting integration of BEVs into 
heavy vehicle fleets

Commercialise hydrogen as a 
transport fuel

Aim: Supporting Australian businesses 
and other organisations integrate the 
use of hydrogen into their transport 
fleet, by supporting the deployment of 
hydrogen fuel cell vehicles and 
associated hydrogen infrastructure 
such as refueling stations

Minimum grant size: $5 million.

Focus Area 1 Focus Area 2 Focus Area 3*

Aim: Supporting Australian businesses 
and other organisations move towards 
a decarbonised transport fleet, by 
helping to integrate BEV passenger 
vehicles, SUVs and light commercial 
vehicles (vans and utes) (Light 
Vehicles) into their fleets.

Minimum grant size: $1 million.
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Out of scope

ARENA will not consider support for projects that:

● Do not include firm commitments to vehicles as part of an integrated project with recharging/refueling 
infrastructure. 

● Are predominantly public BEV charging and / or public hydrogen refueling without vehicles, which will be 
considered further in a later Targeted Round.

● Support charging infrastructure for private individuals with ZEVs that are not owned, leased or otherwise 
utilised by a business, government agency or other organisation.

● Are using bio-fuelled vehicles which will be considered in future stages of the Future Fuels Program.
● Feasibility or other studies.

Note: Projects that align with the Program Focus Areas of the Future Fuels Program may not be considered under ARENA’s 
Advancing Renewables Program unless otherwise agreed by ARENA.



Internal ARENA 
assessment process that 
includes Applicant 
presentation to Panel. 
Assessments to occur 
every second month.   

  

Submit Full Application

+1-2 months

 

Submit EOI application

Rolling basis

  

Contract execution

+ 1-3 months

Applicant notified if 
Application is successful. 
Progress through to 
negotiating Funding 
Agreement

If successful at EOI 
stage, the Applicant will 
be invited to submit a 
Full Application. Timing 
at their discretion. 

Board Approval

If successful at FA stage, 
Projects will seek to gain 
ARENA Board approval.  

Program operation and timeline

+2-3 monthsTiming

Stage

Description

NOTE: Prior to submitting an EOI application, please send a high level project overview via email to futurefuels@arena.gov.au. We 
will provide initial feedback and confirm fit with the Program. 

mailto:futurefuels@arena.gov.au


● All 4 merit criteria equally weighted
● ARENA Advisory Panel will assess applications against merit criteria.

ARENA’s assessment process

Two stage process

Eligibility Criteria
● 7 eligibility criteria
● All must be met to proceed to merit assessment

Merit Criteria

Portfolio Approach ● Considers how a project contributes to the Round objectives relative to the total 
portfolio.
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● Submit an EOI and if successful, invited to submit a Full Application
● Online Application form for EOI and FA submitted online through ARENA’s Grant 

Management System ARENANet along with a Project Plan



4. General information and key links



Key links

Future Fuels Program webpage
https://arena.gov.au/funding/future-fuels-program/

ARENANet Online Application Form
https://arenaomnistar.f1solutions.com.au/ 

Guidelines
https://arena.gov.au/assets/2022/02/future-fuels-program-guidelines.pdf

FAQs
https://arena.gov.au/assets/2022/02/future-fuels-program-faqs.pdf 

Further questions?
Email: futurefuels@arena.gov.au 

https://arenaomnistar.f1solutions.com.au/
mailto:futurefuels@arena.gov.au

